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to note the way in which our country is succeeding in its task 
of governing tropical dependencies in which it has served such a 
short apprenticeship. 

The Dutch East: Sketches and Pictures. By J. Macmillan Brown. 
New York: E. P. Dutton and Company, 1914, 222 pp. 
78 illus. 

An interesting and valuable by-product of scholarly research 
is The Dutch East, by Prof. J. Macmillan Brown, of Christchurch, 
New Zealand. In 1912 he traveled through the less frequented 
parts of the Netherlands Indies gathering material for his great 
work on the peopling of the Pacific. His scientific gleanings still 
await publication, but from time to time he wrote a number of 
descriptive articles for some Australasian newspapers, and these 
have fortunately been collected in the present volume. 

Professor Brown is a keen observer, a daring theorist, and the 
master of a remarkably clear and stimulating style. His chapters 
are not merely among the best descriptive accounts of the region 
he visited, but they also are full of suggestion for the thoughtful 
student. From Java his itinerary brought him to Bali and 
Lombok, Borneo, Celebes, and numerous of the once fabled 
Spice Islands. Comments, interpretations, and theories are found 
on many subjects. The Hindu influence in Java, and even more 
pronounced today in Bali, is discussed. There is a thoughtful 
comment on the work of the Dutch administrators and the 
Chinese settlers — who are reaping the advantages. Piracy and 
the sago palm are held accountable for the sparse peopling of 
many of the islands, while the new development due to copra is 
pointed out. And there is also an interesting account of the 
Dutch colony at Kissa which was forgotten for 250 years, and 
which has demonstrated that the white man can thrive for gen- 
erations in the tropics. It would be difficult, in a brief notice, 
to properly describe a volume which, though struck off in the 
intervals of busy investigation, contains so much that is not only 
interesting but suggestive. The seventy-eight illustrations are 
well-chosen. 

P. J. Treat. 
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